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Synopsis

A new edition, packed with even more clever tricks and methods that make everyday life easier
Lifehackers redefine personal productivity with creative and clever methods for making life easier
and more enjoyable. This new edition of a perennial bestseller boasts new and exciting tips, tricks,
and methods that strike a perfect balance between current technology and common sense solutions
for getting things done. Exploring the many ways technology has changed since the previous
edition, this new edition has been updated to reflect the latest and greatest in technological and
personal productivity. The new "hacks" run the gamut of working with the latest Windows and Mac
operating systems for both Windows and Apple, getting more done with smartphones and their
operating systems, and dealing with the evolution of the web. Even the most tried-and-true hacks
have been updated to reflect the contemporary tech world and the tools it provides us. Technology
is supposed to make our lives easier by helping us work more efficiently. Lifehacker: The Guide to

Working Smarter, Faster, and Better, Third Edition is your guide to making that happen!
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Customer Reviews

| will admit to being a sucker for books like this. | love books that offer ways to improve your time
management, limit interruptions, and streamline your life. Lifehacker helps you do all that and more.
It is the most practical book | have read on this subject, and | promise that it will improve the way
you work.There are a ton of "theory" books out there. Books that will tell you to spend your time

more productively, not visit certain site, and get rid of all the extra emails. All great advice, but it can



be hard for you to put into place without the right tools. Adam Pash and Gina Trapani give you those
tools in Lifehacker. From email reduction to time-wasters to creating doable to-do lists, this is the
best resource to turn to.The book is structured in an easy to read way. At the beginning of each
hack, the authors tell you the three most important pieces of information right up front:Level: How
easy is this going to be?Platform: Where do | use this? Web, Windows, Mac, All?Cost: How much
does it cost?This is a great way to evaluate the hacks that you will need quickly and will help you to
find the information that will benefit you most. Fortunately, most of the hacks offered in this book are

both easy and free.

I've read the occasional article from Lifehacker blog and often found them to be hit-or-miss.
However, the Lifehacker guide is a great collection of the best-of-the-best tips and tricks for making
you more effective and efficient. Most of the tips are completely free and many of them don’t even
require a third-party application (such as using your smart phone, Outlook, or Mail client more
effectively).The authors also make an effort to provide instructions/tips for
Mac/Windows/iPhone/Android/etc. They also provide step-by-step instructions and links to software
to minimize confusion or hassle.The three caveats about this book are:1. The book appears written
for a computer novice, but many of the tips require you to be fairly proficient with computers and
"tinkering" with applications. While the step-by-step instructions make it fairly easy to follow, the
troubleshooting instructions often leave something to desire (especially if mess up a step). However,
there are ample warnings when you can irreparably mess up your computer.2. The tips have a
relatively short lifespan--that is, within a year or two, many of the tips will be outdated or the
instructions will be incorrect. There’s a website to get updated instructions for the tips, but it's not
clear how long the website will actually be maintained. A proficient computer user will still be able to
understand and apply the tips provided even if the written material goes out of date.3. The sections
on social engineering are not nearly as useful as the ones on tech tips. Unless you are a person
who gets a lot out of self-help books, those sections won’t add much value. They will sometimes

throw in ideas on how to ‘remind’ yourself to be more efficient, but your mileage may vary.

My impression was that this book was intended to help you to be more efficient in your day-to-day
activities. In the preface the author says it's a smorgasbord and that the reader should select the
things they like. Unfortunately, the author and | don’t see things the same way. | read this book
cover-to-cover and the only thing | used was the Zendesk Wall for ambient sound.Let me start by

saying that | am a computer programmer so installing and using software is a daily activity for me.



There are a few non-computer related tips that some people might benefit from like making a to-do
list but the majority of the book is about computers and software.All of the software the author
introduces requires you to learn how to use a new product. Since most of the software is written by
different companies, there is no consistency across products. That means that you would
theoretically need to learn to use a lot of new programs. Personally, that sounds like additional work
rather than a way to be more efficient. If you were to install all of the program the author introduces,
you would have dozens of new products running on your computer resulting in a degradation of
performance.The author also makes statements like your email inbox should be emptied every day.
That statement alone makes me cringe. He then goes on to say that in a business environment you
should not respond to emails quickly because it sets unrealistic expectations. In fact, he said you
should respond to business emails in 4-6 hours and up to 48 hours later. If | did that, | wouldn’t have
a job.There were some browser tricks | didn’t know about but these were covered too quickly to be
of any value. The same applies to many of the email tips.And for the record searching for "Tax*.
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